REGION V COLLABORATION CALL

AUGUST 31, 2010

2:30PM E.S.T

WAYNE COUNTY

HEALTH & FAMILY SERVICES HEAD START

‘HOW WE CELEBRATE FATHERS’

One of the ways in which we celebrate fathers @ WC HFS Head Start is through our Dancing with My Daddy Recognition and Training event. As it’s name indicates, the Dance has a two-fold purpose:

1. To provide recognition to those fathers who have provided In-Kind volunteer time at the center, delegate or grantee level by acknowledging their contribution at a grantee wide event. This includes certificates with the number of hours of service and top volunteer acknowledgement by center (The top 3 dads get an extra certificate, but all are acknowledged as winners by their presence at the event).
2. To provide an opportunity for training of the fathers and guided relationship building of that father/father figure and their Head Start daughter or ‘son’.  Etiquette has been included via a strolling dinner: ‘A Teaching opportunity in a more semi-formal/dressy environment than the HS Classroom. It has also included a guided opportunity to for the children to be taught by their father how to introduce themselves to peers and fathers how meet and interact with other fathers and children in a more semi-formal/dressy environment. Another aspect of training was the inclusion of nutritious meal options for dinner and addressing our National Obesity initiative goals by promoting healthy exercise options that are interactive and fun including dance. We also included a speaker to acknowledge and encourage dads to stay on the job as dad and continue to remember they are one of two ‘First and Primary teachers of their children’.
3. We received a great amount of positive feedback from this event.

