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Bin.

dad be a family man

By Peggy Kreimer
Post staff reporter

-Brandon Claborn pulled his 4-
year-old son B.J. onto his lap and
started reading him “The Tale of Je-
mima Puddle-Duck.”

The duck is trying to be inde-
pendent, but she almost loses her
eggs and her life to a crafty fox.
Luckily, she gets help from her
friends and goes on to raise her
ducklings in a more secure home.

The story by Beatrix Potter reso-
nates with Claborn, a 23-year-old
single father who is more then
$2,500 behind in his child support
payments and struggling to meet
his $450 a month commitment on a

dishwasher’s salary. That debt
looms like a fox, but Claborn just
found a friend that could make life a
lot more secure for him and his fam-
ily.

The friend is a new program
called REAL Dads, run by Light-
house Youth Services in partner-
ship with the Hamilton County Jobs
& Family Services’ Child Support
office and Messer Construction. The
“REAL” stands for Responsible, Ef-
fective, Accountable and Loving.

The program helps young fathers
who are behind in their child sup-
port learn how to stabilize their
lives, find a job, start paying off

See DADS on 4A
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Brandon Claborn, 23, reads with
his son, B.J.




Saturday, June 16, 2007

ical approach

“The first fa

" very concerned

atrap. They thought it was one of those
offers that are too good to be true, and
- we'd arrest them and haul them ef m

hers who came in were
thatthiswasa gimmick,

ekmén, sb thaf’
s concentrating.”
1d ( hlld:suppmt payments

ave ~11m1ted educatmn ~ d i

gs 1ations. d

olrealheavyandmym m
drugs My httle brother ‘




8 gnedre;

tion, nine are employ ;
regular support payments. More are
scheduled tostartjobs.
 ‘Iwas surpmsed at how fas

the program arein the ch11d s’upport of—
ﬁce ﬁles as chﬂdren who were not get~




