[Organizational Letterhead – if appropriate]

[Date]

[insert name and address of Senator here]

Dear Senator [name]:
I am writing today to ask for your support of Senate Bill 22, the sentencing reform legislation targeting low-level non-violent offenders that is being reviewed by the Senate Judiciary - Criminal Justice Committee.  Please work with the bill’s sponsor, Senator Bill Seitz, and the Committee leadership to bring the bill to a vote as soon as possible.  Following Committee approval, please work with your colleagues to bring SB22 to a vote in the full Senate.
I am [explain title/position] with the [agency name and description]. Given our work with [describe target population and case example or testimony].
[or provide personal testimony]
The provisions in Senate Bill 22 (along with Governor Strickland’s sentencing reform proposals in House Bill 1) will result in a significant cost savings in the State budget.  In addition, low-level non-violent offenders will remain in their local communities, ensuring that they are held accountable for continuing and/or seeking employment, paying taxes and child support, and maintaining family support and responsibilities.  
The State of Ohio and its families will all benefit from this legislation.
Thank you for your time and attention to this legislation.  Please let me know if I can be of assistance.
Very truly yours,
